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(57) ABSTRACT

A device and method for detecting lighting conditions to
enable brightness control of a display are disclosed. The
device includes a display and a first photodiode array to detect
light in a visible spectrum and a non-visible spectrum that is
incident on the first photodiode array. The device also
includes a second photodiode array to detect light in the
non-visible spectrum that is incident on the second photo-
diode array, and a processor to determine the lighting condi-
tions based on a first output of the first photodiode array and
a second output of the second photodiode array. The proces-
sor adjusts the first output used to determine the lighting
conditions based on detecting that the first photodiode array
includes a shadowed region, and controls the brightness of the
display based on the lighting conditions.
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1
DEVICE HAVING LIGHT INTENSITY
MEASUREMENT IN PRESENCE OF
SHADOWS

BACKGROUND

In various applications, the accurate detection of lighting
conditions may be helpful. For example, most computation
and communication devices such as smart phones, laptop
computers, tablets, and the like, include a display. Exemplary
displays may be comprised of a liquid crystal display (LCD)
or organic light-emitting diodes (OLED). Because these
devices may be used in different lighting conditions, the
display brightness must be adjusted based on detected light-
ing conditions. If the display is to dim in bright conditions, it
may be unreadable. Conversely, if the display is too bright for
the ambient conditions, it may be uncomfortable to view.
Thus, by determining the lighting conditions, the display
brightness may be adjusted so as to allow a good user expe-
rience while minimizing power usage.

In an exemplary device, ambient light sensors comprise
arrays of photodiodes that detect visible and infrared light
(IR), and photodiodes that detect only IR light. These are
utilized to determine the incident light intensity (illuminance)
so that the brightness of the display can be properly adjusted.
Since the ambient light sensors are typically disposed within
the device, it is possible for certain incident angles of light to
introduce errors into the illuminance determination due to
shadowing. This effectis most pronounced when the device is
used in the sun, or in dark rooms with incandescent lighting,
and can cause the brightness control software to make the
display too dark.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of this disclosure, ref-
erence is now made to the following brief description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings and detailed
description, wherein like reference numerals represent like
parts.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a cross-sectional view of a
device;

FIG. 2 is a process flow diagram of a method of detecting
the lighting conditions according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a sensor of the device of FIG.
1 according to an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an exemplary device config-
ured to perform detection of lighting conditions according to
embodiments discussed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It should be understood at the outset that although illustra-
tive implementations of one or more embodiments of the
present disclosure are provided below, the disclosed systems
and/or methods may be implemented using any number of
techniques, whether currently known or in existence. The
disclosure should in no way be limited to the illustrative
implementations, drawings, and techniques illustrated below,
including the exemplary designs and implementations illus-
trated and described herein, but may be modified within the
scope of the appended claims along with their full scope of
equivalents.

As noted above, detection of lighting conditions may be
used in various applications. For example, the brightness,
contrast, or both of a device display must be adjusted as

20

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

lighting conditions under which the display is being viewed
change. Otherwise, for example, the display will be too dim to
be clearly visible or too bright to be seen comfortably. Bright-
ness control may be achieved differently depending on the
display technology used. For example, brightness-setting
methods include backlighting of LCD panels with light
sources behind the display and direct control of pixel intensity
of OLED panels. The two related aspects of adjusting the
display brightness are detecting the current lighting condi-
tions and adjusting the display accordingly. When the detec-
tion is inaccurate for any reason, the adjustment may be
compromised. For example, if the display is dimmed too
much in bright lighting conditions or made too bright in dark
conditions, the user experience of the user of the device
suffers. Embodiments of the system and method described
herein address a source of inaccuracy in detecting the current
lighting conditions.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a cross-sectional view of a
device 100. While the view shown in FIG. 1 focuses on an
aspect of the device 100, the device 100 may include other
components (see, e.g., FIG. 4). The device 100 may be a
tablet, laptop computer, smart phone, music player, storage
device, and the like. The device 100 includes a housing 140.
A sensor 110 within the housing 140 under a window 120
includes a first photodiode array 115 and a second photodiode
array 117. The sensor 110 is an ambient light sensor that
senses the available light conditions in which the device 100
is operating. Each of the first photodiode array 115 and the
second photodiode array 117 detects light that is incident on
the first photodiode array 115 and the second photodiode
array 117, respectively, and outputs a photodiode light inten-
sity measurement. This measurement may be a voltage or
current that is proportional to the detected incident light. The
measurement may also be a digital code based on converting
the voltage or current using one or more analog-to-digital
converters. The analog-to-digital conversion may be achieved
within the sensor 110 directly or outside of the sensor within
the device 100. The measurement may further be a count of
photon arrival occurrences. The detected light is within a
specific spectrum for each of the first photodiode array 115
and the second photodiode array 117. In the embodiment
detailed herein, the first photodiode array 115 detects incident
light in the visible spectrum and also in the infrared (IR)
spectrum, and the second photodiode array 117 detects inci-
dent light in the IR spectrum only. In alternate embodiments,
the first photodiode array 115 may detect incident light in the
visible spectrum and another non-visible spectrum other than
the IR spectrum, and the second photodiode array 117 may
detect incident light in the other non-visible spectrum as well.
As detailed with reference to FIG. 2, the non-visible spectrum
detected by the first photodiode array 115 must be the same
non-visible spectrum detected by the second photodiode
array 117 in order to accurately detect the lighting conditions.

FIG. 1 depicts incident light rays 130 at an angle that
results in a shadowed region 135 of the first photodiode array
115. That is, due to the angle of incident light rays 130 and the
placement of the first photodiode array 115 within the hous-
ing 140, a portion of the first photodiode array 115 (in the
shadowed region 135) does not receive any of the incident
light rays 130 and, therefore, does not contribute to the output
current or voltage. This leads to a lower output response from
the first photodiode array 115 (an output that is not propor-
tional to the true lighting condition) than if the shadowed
region 135 did not exist (e.g., when the light rays 130 have a
different angle of incidence). The effect of the shadowed
region 135 on the accurate detection of lighting conditions is
detailed with reference to FIG. 2.
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FIG. 2 is a process flow diagram of a method 200 of
detecting the lighting conditions according to an exemplary
embodiment of the disclosure. At block 210, computing illu-
minance includes an IR subtraction method which involves
subtracting an output of the second photodiode array 117
(which detects incident light in the IR spectrum only) from an
output of the first photodiode array 115 (which detects inci-
dent light in the visible and IR spectrums). The two output
values are weighted so that, ideally, the IR spectrum contri-
bution is subtracted out and only the visible spectrum contri-
bution remains (voltage or current) for conversion to a pho-
tometric unit (lux) indicating lumens per square meter or,
alternatively, a radiometric unit (irradiance) indicating watts
per square meter. In the ideal case in which no shadowed
region 135 of the first photodiode array 115 is present, the
calculated illuminance indicating current lighting conditions
may be used to adjust brightness, contrast, or both of a display
of'a computation or communication device, for example. The
computation of illuminance (I) is given by:

I=K1*outputl-X2*output2 [EQ1]

K1 and K2 are weighting factors and outputl and output2
are the photodiode light intensity measurements from the first
photodiode array 115 and the second photodiode array 117,
respectively. The weighting factors K1 and K2 may be based
on the device 100 and additionally or alternately on the ratio
of output2 (the output of the IR-only second photodiode array
117) to outputl (the output of the visible and IR first photo-
diode array 115). The values of K1 and K2 may be determined
by a calibration process, for example. The values of K1 and
K2 are calibrated to account for the difference between the
first photodiode array 115 and the second photodiode array
117 such that the IR portion of the first photodiode array 115
output is subtracted out by subtracting the second photodiode
array 117 output. As noted above, the photodiode light inten-
sity measurement from the first photodiode array 115 and the
second photodiode array 117 may be in the form of a current,
avoltage, adigital code, or a photon count, for example. Thus,
the values of K1 and K2 may reflect a conversion in addition
to the weighting. That is, for example, when the photodiode
light intensity measurement is provided as a voltage, K1 and
K2 may have a unit of lux per voltage so that the illuminance
(D resulting from EQ. 1 is in units of lux.

As EQ. 1 makes clear, when the shadowed region 135
prevents outputl from being as high a value as it should be
(were it not for the shadowing effect caused by the angle of
incidence of the light rays 130), the illuminance determined
by EQ. 1 may be artificially low or even a negative value
(depending on the size of the shadowed region 135 and the
value of factors K1 and K2). If the angle of incidence of the
light rays 130 were different than the angle shown in FIG. 1,
such that the shadowed region 135 were on the second pho-
todiode array 117 rather than on the first photodiode array
115, then the IR-only detected incident light (output2 in EQ.
1) would be lower than it should be. While this condition
would prevent all of the IR contribution from being subtracted
out based on EQ. 1 (because the IR level detected by the first
photodiode array 115 would be greater than the IR level
detected by the second photodiode array 117), a negative
value would not result for the illuminance (as shown by EQ.
1). The focus of the method described with reference to FIG.
2 is on the shadowed region 135 being on the first photodiode
array 115 rather than on the second photodiode array 117.

At block 220, determining whether shadowing is detected
may be done in one of several ways. When the illuminance
computed at block 210 (using EQ. 1) is zero or a negative
value, shadowing may be assumed. The ratio of the converted
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second photodiode array 117 output (in lux, for example) to
the computed illuminance (at block 210) may also be used to
determine shadowing. The ratio is calculated as:

[EQ. 2]

. output2
ratio = ———

When this ratio is greater than a threshold ratio (because the
first photodiode array 115 output and, thus, the illuminance
calculation is artificially low due to the shadowed region
135), shadowing may be indicated. The threshold ratio may
be selected based on the device as well as output2. Addition-
ally, shadowing may be indicated when the second photo-
diode array 117 output (converted to lux, for example)
exceeds an IR signal threshold. The IR signal threshold may
be checked if the threshold ratio is exceeded. When shadow-
ing is not detected, the illuminance computed at block 210 is
provided as the illuminance value, at block 250, that may be
used to adjust the display brightness, for example. In addition,
the illuminance computed at block 210 is provided at block
225 as the last-known good illuminance. This value is used at
block 240, as described below, the next time that a shadowed
region 135 is detected on the first photodiode array 115. When
shadowing is detected, an artificial illuminance is computed
at block 230.

Atblock 230, computing the artificial illuminance includes
using EQ. 1 again with an artificial output] value. That s, first
the artificial outputl is determined as:

output2

o [EQ. 3]
artificial_outpul = ———
artificial_ratio

The artificial ratio may be determined through calibration, for
example. EQ. 1 is then used again to determine an artificial
illuminance using artificial outputl and output2. When K1
and K2 are not based only on the device, K1 and K2 may be
re-selected to determine the artificial illuminance (using EQ.
1) based on the artificial ratio.

At block 240, determining the illuminance value to be
provided (block 250) is based on the artificial illuminance and
includes using either a linear or a non-linear combination of
the last-known good illuminance value (computed at block
210 and stored at block 225) and the artificial illuminance
(determined at block 230). According to one embodiment, the
illuminance value that is provided at block 250 may be deter-
mined at block 240 as the maximum of the last-known good
illuminance value or the artificial illuminance value.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the sensor 110 of the device
100 of FIG. 1 according to an exemplary embodiment. The
sensor 110 is arranged below a window 120 and includes the
first photodiode array 115 and the second photodiode array
117 as shown in FIG. 1. The sensor 110 may also include one
ormore processors 310 and one or more memory devices 320.
The processor 310 (e.g., application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), microprocessor) may execute instructions stored in
the memory device 320 to compute illuminance and the other
values (e.g., ratio, artificial outputl) discussed above. The
memory device 320 may also include the threshold values,
artificial ratio values, and K1 and K2 values discussed above.
In alternate embodiments, the processing described above to
determine the illuminance value to be provided for adjust-
ment of the display in the window 305, for example, may be
done by one or more processors (e.g., 401, FIG. 4) and
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memory devices (e.g., 402, FIG. 4) of the device 100 that also
perform other device functions.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an exemplary device 100
configured to perform detection of lighting conditions
according to embodiments discussed above with reference to
FIG. 2. While various components of the device 100 are
depicted, alternate embodiments of the device 100 may
include a subset of the components shown or include addi-
tional components not shown in FIG. 4. The device 100
includes a general purpose digital signal processor or DSP
401 and a memory 402. The DSP 401 and memory 402 may
provide, in part or in whole, the functionality of the processor
310 and memory device 320 of the sensor 110 discussed
above. As shown, the device 100 may further include an
antenna and front-end unit 403, a radio frequency (RF) trans-
ceiver 404, an analog baseband processing unit 405, a micro-
phone 406, an earpiece speaker 407, a headset port 408, a bus
409, such as a system bus or an input/output (I/O) interface
bus, a removable memory card 410, a universal serial bus
(USB) port 411, an alert 412, a keypad 413, a short range
wireless communication sub-system 414, a liquid crystal dis-
play (LCD) 415, which may include a touch sensitive surface,
an LCD controller 416, a charge-coupled device (CCD) cam-
era 417, a camera controller 418, and a global positioning
system (GPS) sensor 419, and a power management module
420 operably coupled to a power storage unit, such as a
battery 426. In various embodiments, the device 100 may
include another kind of display that does not provide a touch
sensitive screen. In one embodiment, the DSP 401 commu-
nicates directly with the memory 402 without passing
through the input/output interface (“Bus™) 409.

In various embodiments, the DSP 401 or some other form
of controller or central processing unit (CPU) operates to
control the various components of the device 100 in accor-
dance with embedded software or firmware stored in memory
402 or stored in memory contained within the DSP 401 itself.
In addition to the embedded software or firmware, the DSP
401 may execute other applications stored in the memory 402
ormade available via information media such as portable data
storage media like the removable memory card 410 or via
wired or wireless network communications. The application
software may comprise a compiled set of machine-readable
instructions that configure the DSP 401 to provide the desired
functionality, or the application software may be high-level
software instructions to be processed by an interpreter or
compiler to indirectly configure the DSP 401.

The antenna and front-end unit 403 may be provided to
convert between wireless signals and electrical signals,
enabling the device 100 to send and receive information from
a cellular network or some other available wireless commu-
nications network or from a peer device 100. In an embodi-
ment, the antenna and front-end unit 403 may include mul-
tiple antennas to support beam forming and/or multiple input
multiple output (MIMO) operations. As is known to those
skilled in the art, MIMO operations may provide spatial
diversity, which can be used to overcome difficult channel
conditions or to increase channel throughput. Likewise, the
antenna and front-end unit 403 may include antenna tuning or
impedance matching components, RF power amplifiers, or
low noise amplifiers.

In various embodiments, the RF transceiver 404 facilitates
frequency shifting, converting received RF signals to base-
band and converting baseband transmit signals to RF. In some
descriptions a radio transceiver or RF transceiver may be
understood to include other signal processing functionality
such as modulation/demodulation, coding/decoding, inter-
leaving/deinterleaving, spreading/despreading, inverse fast
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Fourier transforming (IFFT)/fast Fourier transforming
(FFT), cyclic prefix appending/removal, and other signal pro-
cessing functions. For the purposes of clarity, the description
here separates the description of this signal processing from
the RF and/or radio stage and conceptually allocates that
signal processing to the analog baseband processing unit 405
or the DSP 401 or other central processing unit. In some
embodiments, the RF Transceiver 404, portions of the
antenna and front-end unit 403, and the analog base band
processing unit 405 may be combined in one or more pro-
cessing units and/or application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs).

Note that, in this diagram, the radio access technology
(RAT) RAT1 and RAT?2 transceivers 421, 422, the IXRF 423,
the IRSL 424 and Multi-RAT subsystem 425 are operably
coupled to the RF transceiver 404 and analog baseband pro-
cessing unit 405 and then also coupled to the antenna and
front-end unit 403 via the RF transceiver 404. As there may be
multiple RAT transceivers, there will typically be multiple
antennas or front ends 403 or RF transceivers 404, one for
each RAT or band of operation.

The analog baseband processing unit 405 may provide
various analog processing of inputs and outputs for the RF
transceivers 404 and the speech interfaces (406, 407, 408).
For example, the analog baseband processing unit 405
receives inputs from the microphone 406 and the headset 408
and provides outputs to the earpiece 407 and the headset 408.
To that end, the analog baseband processing unit 405 may
have ports for connecting to the built-in microphone 406 and
the earpiece speaker 407 that enable the device 100 to be used
asa cell phone. The analog baseband processing unit 405 may
further include a port for connecting to a headset or other
hands-free microphone and speaker configuration. The ana-
log baseband processing unit 405 may provide digital-to-
analog conversion in one signal direction and analog-to-digi-
tal conversion in the opposing signal direction. In various
embodiments, at least some of the functionality of the analog
baseband processing unit 405 may be provided by digital
processing components, for example by the DSP 401 or by
other central processing units.

The DSP 401 may perform modulation/demodulation,
coding/decoding, interleaving/deinterleaving, spreading/de-
spreading, inverse fast Fourier transforming (IFFT)/fast Fou-
rier transforming (FFT), cyclic prefix appending/removal,
and other signal processing functions associated with wire-
less communications. In an embodiment, for example in a
code division multiple access (CDMA) technology applica-
tion, for a transmitter function the DSP 401 may perform
modulation, coding, interleaving, and spreading, and for a
receiver function the DSP 401 may perform despreading,
deinterleaving, decoding, and demodulation. In another
embodiment, for example in an orthogonal frequency divi-
sion multiplex access (OFDMA) technology application, for
the transmitter function the DSP 401 may perform modula-
tion, coding, interleaving, inverse fast Fourier transforming,
and cyclic prefix appending, and for a receiver function the
DSP 401 may perform cyclic prefix removal, fast Fourier
transforming, deinterleaving, decoding, and demodulation.
In other wireless technology applications, yet other signal
processing functions and combinations of signal processing
functions may be performed by the DSP 401.

The DSP 401 may communicate with a wireless network
via the analog baseband processing unit 405. In some
embodiments, the communication may provide Internet con-
nectivity, enabling a user to gain access to content on the
Internet and to send and receive e-mail or text messages. The
input/output interface (“Bus”) 409 interconnects the DSP 401
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and various memories and interfaces. The memory 402 and
the removable memory card 410 may provide software and
data to configure the operation of the DSP 401. Among the
interfaces may be the USB interface 411 and the short range
wireless communication sub-system 414. The USB interface
411 may be used to charge the device 100 and may also enable
the device 100 to function as a peripheral device to exchange
information with a personal computer or other computer sys-
tem. The short range wireless communication sub-system
414 may include an infrared port, a Bluetooth interface, an
IEEE 802.11 compliant wireless interface, or any other short
range wireless communication sub-system, which may
enable the device to communicate wirelessly with other
nearby client nodes and access nodes. The short-range wire-
less communication sub-system 414 may also include suit-
able RF Transceiver, Antenna and Front End subsystems.

The input/output interface (“Bus”) 409 may further con-
nect the DSP 401 to the alert 412 that, when triggered, causes
the device 100 to provide a notice to the user, for example, by
ringing, playing a melody, or vibrating. The alert 412 may
serve as a mechanism for alerting the user to any of various
events such as an incoming call, a new text message, and an
appointment reminder by silently vibrating, or by playing a
specific pre-assigned melody for a particular caller.

The keypad 413 couples to the DSP 401 via the 1/O inter-
face (“Bus”) 409 to provide one mechanism for the user to
make selections, enter information, and otherwise provide
input to the device 100. The keypad 413 may be a full or
reduced alphanumeric keyboard such as QWERTY,
DVORAK, AZERTY and sequential types, or a traditional
numeric keypad with alphabet letters associated with a tele-
phone keypad. The input keys may likewise include a track
wheel, track pad, an exit or escape key, a trackball, and other
navigational or functional keys, which may be inwardly
depressed to provide further input function. Another input
mechanism may be the LCD 415, which may include touch
screen capability and also display text and/or graphics to the
user. The display controller 416 couples the DSP 401 to the
display 415. In alternate embodiments, the display 415 may
be, for example, an LED or an OLED built-in display in the
device 100.

The camera 417 (e.g., CMOS camera), if equipped, enables
the device 100 to make digital pictures. The DSP 401 com-
municates with the camera 417 via the camera controller 418.
In another embodiment, a camera implemented as a Charge
Coupled Device (CCD) camera may be employed. The GPS
sensor 419 is coupled to the DSP 401 to decode global posi-
tioning system signals or other navigational signals, thereby
enabling the device 100 to determine its position. The GPS
sensor 419 may be coupled to an antenna and front end (not
shown) suitable for its band of operation. Various other
peripherals may also be included to provide additional func-
tions, such as radio and television reception.

In various embodiments, device 100 comprises a first
Radio Access Technology (RAT) transceiver 421 and a sec-
ond RAT transceiver 422. As shown in FIG. 4, the RAT
transceivers ‘1° 421 and ‘2’ 422 are in turn coupled to a
multi-RAT communications subsystem 425 by an Inter-RAT
Supervisory Layer Module 424. In turn, the multi-RAT com-
munications subsystem 425 is operably coupled to the Bus
409. Optionally, the respective radio protocol layers of the
first Radio Access Technology (RAT) transceiver 421 and the
second RAT transceiver 422 are operably coupled to one
another through an Inter-RAT eXchange Function (IRXF)
Module 423.

While several embodiments have been provided in the
present disclosure, it should be understood that the disclosed
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systems and methods may be embodied in many other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or scope of the
present disclosure. The present examples are to be considered
as illustrative and not restrictive, and the intention is not to be
limited to the details given herein. For example, the various
elements or components may be combined or integrated in
another system or certain features may be omitted, or not
implemented.

Also, techniques, systems, subsystems and methods
described and illustrated in the various embodiments as dis-
crete or separate may be combined or integrated with other
systems, modules, techniques, or methods without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. Other items shown
ordiscussed as coupled or directly coupled or communicating
with each other may be indirectly coupled or communicating
through some interface, device, or intermediate component,
whether electrically, mechanically, or otherwise. Other
examples of changes, substitutions, and alterations are ascer-
tainable by one skilled in the art and could be made without
departing from the spirit and scope disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic device, comprising:

a display;

a first photodiode array configured to detect light in a
visible spectrum and a non-visible spectrum that is inci-
dent on the first photodiode array;

a second photodiode array configured to detect light in the
non-visible spectrum that is incident on the second pho-
todiode array; and

a processor configured to determine lighting conditions
and to control brightness of the display based on a first
output of the first photodiode array and a second output
of the second photodiode array, the processor adjusting
the first output used to determine the lighting conditions
based on detecting that the first photodiode array
includes a shadowed region.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first output
is proportional to the light in the visible spectrum and the
non-visible spectrum that is incident on the first photodiode
array and the second output is proportional to the light in the
non-visible spectrum that is incident on the second photo-
diode array.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the processor
determines a difference between the first output and the sec-
ond output, the difference being based on a subtraction of the
second output from the first output.

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the difference
is the subtraction of the second output, multiplied by a second
factor, from the first output, multiplied by a first factor, the
first factor and the second factor being determined based on a
calibration.

5. The device according to claim 3, wherein the processor
detects that the first photodiode array includes the shadowed
region based on the difference being zero or a negative value.

6. The device according to claim 3, wherein the processor
determines an illuminance in lumens per square meter (lux)
based on the difference between the first output and the sec-
ond output and outputs the illuminance as the lighting condi-
tions unless the processor detects that the first photodiode
array includes the shadowed region.

7. The device according to claim 6, wherein the processor
detects that the first photo diode array includes the shadowed
region based on a ratio of the second output to the illuminance
exceeding a ratio threshold.
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8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the processor
detects that the first photodiode array includes the shadowed
region based additionally on the second output exceeding an
output threshold.

9. The device according to claim 1, wherein the processor
adjusts the first output used to determine the lighting condi-
tions to be a ratio of the second output to an artificial ratio, the
artificial ratio being determined based on a calibration.

10. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing
instructions which, when processed by a processor, cause the
processor to execute a method of detecting lighting condi-
tions, the method comprising:

receiving a first output from a first photodiode array that is

proportional to light in a visible spectrum and a non-
visible spectrum that is incident on the first photodiode
array;
receiving a second output from a second photodiode array
that is proportional to light in the non-visible spectrum
that is incident on the second photodiode array;

determining the lighting conditions based on the first out-
put and the second output; and

adjusting the first output used to determine the lighting

conditions based on detecting that the first photodiode
array includes a shadowed region.

11. A method of detecting lighting conditions, the method
comprising:

detecting, using a first photodiode array, light in a visible

spectrum and a non-visible spectrum that is incident on
the first photodiode array;

detecting, using a second photodiode array, light in the

non-visible spectrum that is incident on the second pho-
todiode array;
determining, using a processor, the lighting conditions
based on a first output of the first photodiode array and a
second output of the second photodiode array; and

adjusting, using the processor, the first output used to deter-
mine the lighting conditions based on detecting that the
first photodiode array includes a shadowed region.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the first
output is proportional to the light in the visible spectrum and
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the non-visible spectrum that is incident on the first photo-
diode array and the second output is proportional to the light
in the non-visible spectrum that is incident on the second
photodiode array.

13. The method according to claim 11, further comprising
the processor determining a difference between the first out-
put and the second output, the difference being based on a
subtraction of the second output from the first output.

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the proces-
sor determines the difference as the subtraction of the second
output, multiplied by a second factor, from the first output,
multiplied by a first factor, the first factor and the second
factor being determined based on a factor calibration process.

15. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
the processor detecting that the first photodiode array
includes the shadowed region based on the difference being
zero or a negative value.

16. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
the processor determining an illuminance in lumens per
square meter (lux) based on the difference between the first
output and the second output and outputting the illuminance
as the lighting conditions unless the processor detects that the
first photodiode array includes the shadowed region.

17. The method according to claim 16, further comprising
the processor detecting that the first photo diode array
includes the shadowed region based on a ratio of the second
output to the illuminance exceeding a ratio threshold.

18. The method according to claim 17, further comprising
the processor detecting that the first photodiode array
includes the shadowed region based additionally on the sec-
ond output exceeding an output threshold.

19. The method according to claim 11, wherein the proces-
sor adjusting the first output includes the processor setting the
first output as a ratio of the second output to an artificial ratio.

20. The method according to claim 19, further comprising
determining the artificial ratio based on a ratio calibration
process.



